
WOODBURYCOIJNTY, IOWA
ORDINANCE NO. 8

TITLE: An ordinance establishing a curfew for minors under the age of eighteen (lg) years in the
unincorporated area of Woodbury County, Iowa. This ordinance may be known and cited as the ..County
Curfew Ordinance" ofWoodbury County, Iowa.

WIIEREAS, the Woodbury County Board of Supervisors fnds that juvenile crime increases
proportionately with age between ten (10) years and seventeen (17) years, that an inordinate proportion
of crimes are committed during the hours of darkness after ll:00 p.M. o'clock, and thit a large
proportion of murders, robberies, rapes, and aggravated assaults occur in public places, streets and
highways;

WIIEREAS, juveniles under the age of eighteen (18) years lack maturity and life experience to
deal with peer pressure that often causes juveniles to engage in activities that would jeopardize the safety
of the juveniles and tends to promote juvenile crime and violence in Woodbury County;

WIIEREAS, The Woodbury County Board of Supervisors frnds that the protection of minors
from other minors and Aom adults will be eohanced by the imposition ofa cwfew in unincorporated area
of Woodbury County;

WHEREAS, the aim of this ordinance is to aid in the protection of the public from nocturnal
mischief by minors as well as penalize those adult individuals who encourage or permit activities by
juveniles not in their best interest;

\YIIEREAS, it is not the intent ofthe Woodbury County Board of Supervisors to penalize every
juvenile found in public during curfew hours, but to use the ordinance as a tool to better address other
criminal activity problems that may potentially involve juveniles;

WffiREAS, the Woodbury County Board of Supervisors frnds that a curfew will aid in the
reduction of criminal activity by minors; and

WHEPiEAS, the Woodbury County Board of Supervisors fmds that the enforcement of parental
control and responsibility for children will be enhanced by a curfew.

BE IT ENACTED BY TIIE BOARD OF SI,'PERVISORS OF WOODBTJRY COIJNTY, IOWA:

SECTION l: Definitions. As used in this ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) Minor - an unemancipated person who has not yet reached his or her 18th birthday. A
minor does not include a person under 18 who is married or who is a member ofthe
armed forces of the United States.

@ Parent - a person having legal custody ofa minor as a natural or adoptive parent, as a
legal guardian, as a person who stands in loco parentis, or by virhre of Court order.

(3) Street - a way or place, ofwhatever nature, open to the use ofthe public as a matter of
right for vehicular or pedestrian travel, including but not limited to sneets, alleys,
sidewalks, irrespective ofwhat the right ofway is called.
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(4) Public place - any place to which the public or a substantial group ofthe public has
access and includes, but is not limited to, streets, highways, roadways, parks, public
recreation, entertainment or civic facility, schools, and the common areas ofhospitals,
apartrnent houses, office buildings, hansport facilities, and shops.

(5) Establishment - any privately owned place ofbusiness operated for a profit to which the
public is invited, including, but not limite6l 16, -, r,or", bar, restaurant, laundromat, car
wash, bank facility, and place of amusement or entertainment inclusive of the groutrds
thereof.

(6) Emergeacy - an unforeseen combination of circumstances or the resulting state that calls
for immediate action, to include but not limited to, fire, natural disaster, automobile
accident or any situation requiring immediate action to prevent serious bodily injury or
loss of life.

(7) Allow - to either permit or neglect to prevent with actual or constructive knowledge,
Knowledge will be presumed if the circumstances be such that a reasonable prudent
parent or person should have known the minor was violating this ordinance.

(8) Remain - to stay behind, to tarry, or to stay urmecessarily at, upon or in any public
assembly, building, place, street or highway, fail to leave premises when requested to do
so by a police office or ttre owner, operator, or other person in control ofthe premises.

SECTION 2: Loitering of minors prohibited. No minor shall loiter, idle, wander, stroll, or play in or
upon any public streets, highways, alleys, vacant lots, in any public parks, public buildings, places of

\- amusement and ertertainment located within the unincorporated area of Woodbury County, State of Iowa
between the hours of:

(1) eleven (11) o'clock p.m. on any Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday,
and six (6) o'clock a.m. of the following day.

(2) twelve (12) o'clock (midnight) on any Friday or Saturday and six (6) o'c1ock;;.m., ofthe
following day.

SECTION 3: Exceptions. In the following situations, a minor shall not be considered in violation of
the Curfew Ordinance. The exceptions are as follows:

L When the minor is accompanied by his or her parent, guardian, or other adult person then

having the care and custody ofthe minor;

2. When the minor is accompanied by an adult authorized by a parent of such minor to take
said parent's place in accompanying said minor for a designated period of time and
purpose. Such permission shall be writteu atrd presented to a peace officer upon request;

3. What the minor is upon an emergency errand or legitimate business as directed in
writing, dated and signed by his or her parent, guardian, or other adult person then

having the care and custody ofthe minor and presented to a peace officer upotr request;

4. When the minor exercises First Amendment rights, such as freedom of speech, free

exercise ofreligion, right of assembly, or right to petitioo the govemment, and use of
county streets is a necessary incident ttrereto;
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